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2004 Chicago Auto Show Fact Sheet
The automobile industry spends over ten billion dollars a year on advertising. Here’s what they're not telling you.
The Auto Show says that cars are safe. Yet over 40,000 Americans are killed by cars every year (http://wwwfars.nhtsa.dot.gov/). Many of these victims are not even drivers; in fact, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause
of death for children of every age from 4 to 14 years old in the U.S. (http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/pdf/nrd30/NCSA/TSF2001/2001children.pdf) And we all suffer from the effects of air pollution, sprawl, and global warming.
The Auto Show says that cars give you personal freedom. But think about how much time you spend every year
stuck in traffic, looking for parking, or simply cooped in your car, and how much money you spend on gas, insurance,
maintenance, and parking. Is your car really saving you time or money? Will more cars make us happier?
The Auto Show says that public transportation is too expensive and subsidized. Yet nearly $200,000,000 is spent
every day building and maintaining roads in the U.S. alone. (http://www.culturechange.org/factsheet1.html.) And
gas taxes cover less than half of these costs. (http://www.icta.org/projects/trans/rlprexsm.htm)
The Auto Show even says that driving is patriotic. But think about where your gas money goes. Oil dependence
causes us to forge alliances with dictators, and draws us into conflicts. And drilling more won't help: world oil
production will peak within the next decade (http://www.petroleumnews.com/pnnew/546957301.html).
The shiny new cars at the Auto Show aren't the problem; it's the millions of them clogging our streets and poisoning our
air. The Auto Show is part of a multi-billion dollar marketing machine that aims to convince every man, woman, and child
that having a large, fast, cute, safe, trendy, or powerful car is the key to happiness and inner peace. Just like cigarette
companies, the automobile and oil industries want to increase your dependence on their products. But our
children deserve to live in a world where congestion, smog, global warming, road rage, and urban sprawl do not
threaten their health and their economy. Our city, our nation, and our planet deserve better.
Thank you for taking the time to read this. For more information, please visit www.carfree.com, www.worldcarfree.net, or www.chicagocriticalmass.org.
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